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QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. Preternatural delation .—The following’ interesting case of preternatural 
" as been communicated to the Mcdico-Chirurgical Review, (July, 
183.,) by Ur. Kexxedt. "Judith Waterford lives in the village ofThringston, 
on the Forest, between Asbby-de-la-Zouch and Loughborough, Leicestershire. 
At this time, (December, 1831,) she is in her eighty-first year, and though in¬ 
firm, her constitution has singularly retarded the advances of old age. 

“Through life, this woman has been the active and laborious inmate of a 
peasant s cottage; her person is short and well-proportioned; at one time she 
weighed about fourteen stone: her temperament is the neuro-sanguineous, dis¬ 
tinctly marked. The peculiar circumstances of her history being extensively 
known in the district where she resides, she has been visited by many clerical, 
medical, and other curious inquirers. 

“ J. W. had two husbands. Previously to her first marriage, her menstrual 
secretion appeared at regular periods; it continued nine days usually, and was 
very profuse, but preceded and accompanied with little pain or disturbance of 
the system. After this went, it returned only nine times, at distant and irregu¬ 
lar intervals; and on each of these occasions it was abundant, without causing- 
any perceptible diminution of her milk. 

“ J. W. was first married in 1777; her first child was bom in May-, 1778; and 
from that penod till May, 1825, her lacteous secretion never in the least sub¬ 
sided. Resides giving her breast freely and frequently to the young ones of 
her neighbours, she stickled six children of her own by her first husband, and 
eight nurselings; she had two miscarriages. Herfirst confinement was followed 
by an excessive uterine discharge, which continued three weeks and induced 
considerable debility. No infant, however vigorous, was ever nearly able to 
use her supply of milk; and, in consequence, she often had her “breasts 
drawn to the amount of two quarts in a day; her belief is, that, in general, she 
could have suckled four lively children at the same time. Many attempts were 
made, even under medical direction, to suspend the secretion of her milk; but 
they all utterly failed. Her breasts often became tense and painful; and, for 
the removal of this state, she had them well nibbed with butter made from the 
cream of her own milk; this process was invariably advantageous. Sometimes 
about a pint of this cream was collected, and the'butter it yielded was white, 
and soft as lard, with a sweet taste. Judy took much food, and seldom had re- 
courae to medicine; it is her boast, indeed, that “she never paid a shilling in 
her life for doctoring, for the sake of her health;” her bowels generally were 
torpid, often constipated. 

“ }■ W. was a widow nearly three years, and gave suck to her own and other 
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